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At Our Center is Beauty 

 
                  “The lake represents to me the core of a person. No matter what trial and tribulations or rough 

patches that you go through, your core is still beautiful no matter what. I selected this image for ABH 

because when we are going through the tough times we forget that we are still beautiful inside. I want the 

viewer to realize they can get through this, and see they are just as beautiful as before they walked through 

the hospital doors.” Margaret Ollie, Photographer, Athens Photographic Project 
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SFY 2015 Summary of Activities 
 

The Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Service Board (317 Board) provides mental 

health and addiction services to residents of Athens, Hocking and Vinton Counties.  The Board 

assesses service needs, contracts with local service providers and evaluates performance via 

outcomes achieved.  The Board primarily pays for services not reimbursable by Medicaid or health 

insurance and/or services received by persons without health insurance coverage. 

 

During SFY 2015, approximately 1,175 persons received services paid by the Board.  Sixty-two 

percent were residents of Athens County, twenty-nine percent from Hocking County and nine 

percent were residents of Vinton County.   

 

Additionally, the Board manages admissions, discharges and aftercare for residents admitted to 

Appalachian Behavioral Healthcare, the local state psychiatric hospital.  Admissions for the year 

were 329 for a total of 6,412 patient days. 

 

The Board received state and Federal funds from the Ohio Department of Mental Health and 

Addiction Services during SFY 2015 as well as two local levies and contracted with the following 

providers and organizations for outpatient, residential, prevention and housing services: 

 

 Hopewell Health Centers  

 Health Recovery Services 

 The Edna Brooks Foundation dba My Sister’s Place 

 Athens Mental Health dba The Gathering Place  

 Vinton County Senior Citizens 

 Athens Photographic Project 

 The John W. Clem Recovery House 

 Southeast Ohio Regional Jail 

 NAMI Athens 

 Scenic Hills Senior Center 

 TASC of Southeast Ohio 

 Integrated Services for Behavioral Health 

 Sojourners Care Network 

 Family and Children First Councils of Athens, Hocking and Vinton Counties 

 Athens, Hocking and Vinton Counties Metropolitan Housing Authorities 

 Ohio University Counseling Education Department 

 Ohio Psychiatric Associates 

 Appalachian Behavioral Healthcare 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

 

 

SFY 2015 Outcomes Briefs 
 

All Board funded programs submit semiannual and annual outcomes reports which include data 

regarding the number of persons receiving services, successfully discharged, and engaged and 

continuing in services at the end of the year; the definition of a successful discharge; additional 

success measures; and a narrative update. 

 

During Fiscal Year 2015, 10 outpatient treatment programs provided services to 2,300 persons 

with 6421 successfully discharged and 1085 continuing to be engaged in services at year end. 

 

Four residential treatment programs served 313 persons with 244 successfully discharged and 42 

continuing to be engaged in services at year end. 

 

Of the 891 persons who received community support services from 12 programs, 783 persons 

reported positive outcomes.  

 

4,547 or 93% of participants attending evidenced based prevention programs reported positively 

changed perceptions regarding healthy behaviors.  

 

The crisis intervention program responded to 2,524 crisis encounters with 78% seen with an hour 

and 89% within two hours.  Of the 1,470 formally screened for inpatient hospital care, 381 were 

admitted to a psychiatric hospital, 110 admitted to the crisis stabilization facility and 979 agreeing 

to a community safety plan. 

Of the 329 persons served by the crisis stabilization facility, 97% accepted a referral to community 

supports and were discharged to safe housing.  Admission to the crisis stabilization facility 

increased over 101% from SFY 2014. 

 

329 persons were admitted to Appalachian Behavioral Healthcare for inpatient care with an 

average length of stay of 12 days and an average median length of stay of 6 days.  The psychiatric 

hospital aftercare program served 184 persons and 88% did not have a readmit to a psychiatric 

hospital in the first 30 days post discharge. 

 

SFY 2015 Highlights 

 

The Board approved SFY 2015 budget totaled $9,760,003 and included the second year of a three 

year commitment for additional funds totaling $672,054 per year including $228,284 to provide 

financial stability to eight programs, $378,872 to maintain and expand Medication Assisted 

Treatment capability for persons addicted to opiates, and $64,898 to reestablish a peer support 

center in Vinton County.  The budget also included $194,000 of one time community collaborative 

resources which was used for five local projects that included housing, crisis, and aftercare mental 

health services as well as Project Dawn kits and prenatal care outreach to substance using women. 

 

The joint partnership with the Osteopathic Heritage Foundation of Nelsonville established in its 

first year behavioral health services at five primary care sites which has increased capacity to 

improve patient access to services.  The initiative has strengthened and expanded the working 
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relationships between behavioral health and primary care clinicians.  Efficiencies in service 

provision in the first year are estimated at $150,000, over $750,000 has been leveraged in 

additional grant funding to support integrated health strategies, and wait times to access behavioral 

health services at one provider have been reduced from up to six weeks to a few days. 

 

The Board reserved an additional $300,000 to develop a second funding partnership with the 

Osteopathic Heritage Foundation of Nelsonville to address primary care issues of clients with 

severe and persistent mental illness and/or chronic addition issues.  The foundation will provide 

$300,000 of matching funds. 

 

The Board held its Annual Meeting at the Lodge at Lake Hope State Park on October 27, 2014 

with approximately 75 in attendance.  The Rita Gillick Mental Health Advocate Award was 

presented to Nate Thomson and the Valeria “Taffy” Marks Substance Abuse Prevention Award 

was given to David Gill.  Chris Henry, Officer Chris Smith and Kim Jackson were honored as 

Mental Health Advocates while Dr. Chris Meyer, Kathy Shepler, and Vinton County 

Juvenile/Probate Judge Robert Grillo were presented with Substance Abuse Prevention Awards.   

 

Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) is a five-day training program for area law enforcement officers 

and other first responders. This training teaches SE Ohio officers to recognize persons in mental 

health crises and arrange help rather than jail.  Twenty-seven officers/first responders were trained 

in 2015, bringing the total number trained to 330. 

 

The Board approved the redirecting of $50,000 by Health Recovery Services from its Medication 

Assistance Treatment board funds to be used for startup costs for certification and licensing of an 

Opiate Treatment Program.  This will allow on-site dispensing of medications used in the treatment 

of opiate addictions resulting daily monitoring of clients, increased physician capacity, lower 

medication costs, and elimination of diversion opportunities.  The Athens County Prosecutor’s 

office will contribute an additional $50,000 to this project. 

 

The Board also approved the redirecting of $236,500 by Hopewell Health Centers from its 

Medication Assistance Treatment board funds to match an Ohio Mental Health and Addictions 

Services grant for a Hocking County Recovery House.  The Board approved the submission of an 

Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services Capital Grant for $130,300 by Hocking  

Metropolitan Housing Authority to purchase and renovate a recovery house for adult male 

residents. 

 

The Board approved sponsoring an application for grant funding from the Federal Home Loan 

Bank of Cincinnati’s Affordable Housing Program for repairs to the John W. Clem Recovery 

House for $79,998.  The Clem House is also the recipient of a $95,000 grant from the Ohio 

Housing Finance Agency to fund building renovations.  The Board approved $35,995 as local 

match to the grants for a total project cost of $210,993. 

 

The Board approved an additional $10,500 for Project DAWN at the Athens, Hocking and Vinton 

Health Departments from the state community collaborative resources funding.  Project Dawn is 

a community based overdose education and Naloxone distribution program.  When administered 

during an overdose, Naloxone blocks the effects of opiates on the brain and quickly restores 

breathing. 

 

Mental Health First Aid Trainings were attended by 61 persons who learned a five step action plan 

to provide initial help to persons experiencing mental health distress. 
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317 Board members attended a training on the Essential Elements of the Continuum of Care as 

defined by ORC Section 340.03(A)(11). 

 

No internal control weaknesses, noncompliance, or findings were reported in the Auditor of the 

State of Ohio report for the Board’s Calendar Year Financial Statements. 

 

SFY 2015 Fiscal Summary 
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Board Staff 

 

Earl L. Cecil, Executive Director 

Bill Dunlap, Deputy Director 

Diane Pfaff, Community Services Manager 

Jackie Bowman, Programmer/Analyst 

Amanda Conrath, Fiscal Specialist 

Svea Maxwell, Prevention Coordinator 

Beth Mohammed, Executive Assistant 

Kim O’Rourke, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Members           
 

Athens County             

Mark Snider, Chair 

Dan Alder         

Roger Buck         

Tom Davis       

Mark Feldman      

Paul Grimes   

Romola Hopkins 

Peggy Lionberger 

Greg Polzer 

John Shroad  

Libby Villavicencio 

 

 Hocking County 
                Erin Gibson, Chair-Elect 

                Candy Kemmerer 

                Julie Mogavero  

                Tom Odell 

                 

                Vinton County 

                Garett Clark  

                Jeffrey R. Griffith 

                Tonya Kennedy 
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