
  

  

 

 
When Crisis Calls 

a 317 Board Update            

 

“Oftentimes we’re the first face of mental health systems for folks. We are seeing up to 150 people 

a month with about 20 percent being hospitalized.” Chris Henry is the director of the crisis 

response team at Hopewell Health Center in Athens, Ohio. The crisis response team works 24/7, 

365 days a year performing mental-health hospital pre-screens for Athens, Hocking and Vinton 

Counties.  

 

“We are a mobile team. We go to local ERs and the regional jail, police stations— we work with 

law enforcement a lot. We see folks when they’re presenting as imminent risk, having suicidal 

thoughts, expressing homicidal thinking or acute psychosis. We are the ones who determine 

whether or not someone is safe to return to the community or needs to be hospitalized. We are the 

ones that make that happen.” said Henry. 

 

In addition to facilitating psychiatric hospital referrals, the crisis team also manages an 8-bed crisis 

stabilization unit on Dairy Lane. This facility provides respite for those individuals experiencing 

a mental health crisis but who are not in need of hospitalization. 

 

Greg Hudnell, who suffers from schizoaffective disorder, has been a patient at Hopewell Health 

Centers (formerly Tri-County Mental Health and Counseling Services) since 1973 and says that 

of all the services Hopewell has to offer, respite tops his list. “If my symptoms start coming up 

and I’m getting to the point where it’s too much for me to handle, I can call and they can come do 

an interview and I can go and get away from whatever it is I need to get away from and know that 

I’m somewhere safe.”, said Hudnell. 

 

Hudnell also said that if Hopewell’s crisis services were not available to him he fears he would 

need hospitalization and that staying a few days at respite is less than the cost of a one-night stay 

in the state hospital, or worse yet, in jail where immediate mental health services are unavailable 

to those in crisis. 

 

Henry emphasized that if the services weren’t available, the whole community would suffer. “I 

think we could see a lot of tragedies, we see a large number of people who are expressing suicidal 

thinking or following through with suicide attempts. I think the jail would be even more crowded 

than it is now. There’d be more homelessness. A lot more people with mental illness would be in 

the jail and on the streets. 

 

What it really comes down to is that this service we are providing is a last resort for individuals 

who have hit their bottom in one way or another— individuals who are in dire need of treatment 

immediately, at least an assessment by a mental health professional, and we can provide that. It’s 

essential. We’re making life and death decisions.  Each person in crisis wants some kind of answer 

and we do our best to find it.” 

 

Hopewell Health Centers is a nationally accredited federally qualified health and community 

mental health center with 16 sites across 8 counties in Southeast Ohio including Athens, 

Hocking and Vinton Counties and is a member of the Athens-Hocking-Vinton 317 Board 

Network of Care. 

For more information regarding crisis services, contact Chris Henry at 740-594-5045, or go to 

www.hopewellhealth.org 

http://www.hopewellhealth.org/

