
 
 

 

NAMI Athens Wants to Do Even More With Donations 
a 317 Board Update 

 

The Athens affiliate of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI Athens) is an established, 

grassroots, local non-profit. Its mission is to improve the quality of life and ensure the dignity and respect 

for those living with mental illness and to support their loved ones. It receives financial support from the 

Athens, Hocking and Vinton 317 Board and from individual donors. Each year with that money NAMI 

Athens carries out various events aimed at both the mental health community and the community at large. 

Its annual activities include the Memorial Day ceremony at The Ridges cemeteries, free classes about all 

aspects of mental illness, Walk the Walk to raise awareness of and to fight the stigma associated with 

mental illness, lectures in the public library on topics related to mental illness, and Crisis Intervention 

Training for law enforcement personnel.  

 

While these events continue to be successful, NAMI Athens does more. Due to the careful management 

of its resources, it is in the position to act. According to NAMI President Adrienne Nagy, “NAMI Athens 

is lucky to have the trust of the community. It is important that we spend the money donated to us wisely 

to further the cause of mental wellness.”  

 

In that spirit, since 2016, NAMI has launched a new series of initiatives to impact its target community in 

an even more positive way. First, because the affiliate wanted to help the Athens community have access 

to the most up-to-date information regarding mental illness, it donated $1000 to the Athens Public 

Library.  

 

Next, Nate Thomson of the Athens Photos Project informed several NAMI board members how some 

student photographers with limited resources do not own a car and struggle to get to their APP classes. 

Many rely on public transportation to attend class and to help them to navigate their lives. NAMI Athens 

responded to this need and voted to purchase twelve annual bus passes for APP photographers. 

 

When NAMI Athens learned about the plans for the Adam-Amanda Rehabilitation Center to be built in 

Athens, its board decided to make a substantial contribution to ensure the success of this worthy 

undertaking. When it opens in 2018 on Dairy Lane, the new facility will provide full follow-up services 

of fifty days for as many as sixteen individuals newly released from the local psychiatric hospital. This 

additional time is essential for patients still suffering from the trauma of a psychotic episode. This vital 

healing time will allow their medication to reach therapeutic levels.  

 

In addition, NAMI has purchased two benches in the Bluebell Preserve along the bike path. The benches 

will provide places to enjoy the wildflowers in the spring and the attractive landscape year-round. The 

benches will also help promote good mental health because by sitting anyone can find serenity 

surrounded by the beauty of the Bluebell Preserve. This project is a result of cooperation with the Athens 

Conservancy and the Athens County Commissioners.   

 

Finally, in recognition of the fact that financial problems often go hand in hand with mental illness, 

NAMI Athens is in discussions to create a fund for non-housing related financial shortfalls for mental 

health clients of Hopewell Healthcare.  

 

With these new efforts, NAMI Athens is putting its money where it can have an impact by using more of 

its resources to raise awareness about mental illness and to help those affected by mental health issues in a 

variety of ways. 

 
 Information regarding NAMI Ohio can be found at namiohio.org or by calling 800-686-2646.  

NAMI Athens is a member of the Athens-Hocking-Vinton 317 Board Network of Care  
For more information call, 740-593-7424, or go to namiathensohio.org 


